Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


SECRET 

PAGE 01 NASSAU 01877 062149Z 
66 

ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 W 

033454 

R 06205 8Z NOV 75 
FM AMEMBASSY NASSAU 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7477 

SECRETNASSAU 1877 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINR MOPS BF BH GT 

SUB J : UK TROOP MOVEMENT TO BELIZE 

BRITISH HIGH COMMISSIONER MENNELL TOLD ME TODAY THAT 80 BRITISH 
AIRCRAFT WERE INVOLVED IN CURRENT REINFORCEMENT OF BRITISH 
HONDURAS. MENNELL COMMENTED ON RAPID GCOB APPROVAL FOR STAGING 
BRITISH UNITS THROUGH BAHAMAS, CONTRASTING THIS WITH DELAYS 
FROM CANADIAN GOVERNMENT. I ASKED MENNELL HOW HE EXPLAINED 
GCOB ACTION. NOTING THAT THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT CONSIDERED IT 
TO BE HIGHLY SENSITIVE INFORMATION, HE REVEALED THAT AFTER HE 
HAD MADE HIS FIRST APPROACH TO THE GCOB (PRESUMABLY ADDERLEY) 

TO REQUEST STAGING RIGHTS, BRITISH INTERCEPTED TELEPHONE 
COMMUNICATION FROM PINDLING TO PREMIER GEORGE PRICE IN EFFECT 
SEEKING VERIFICATION THAT PRICE WANTED BRITISH ASSISTANCE. 

MENNELL COMMENTED THAT THE PINDLING/PRICE RELATIONSHIP WAS 
APPARENTLY A GOOD ONE AND PINDLING SAW AN OPPORTUNITY TO GAIN 
ADDITIONAL CURRENCY WITH PRICE BY PERMITTING STAGING. 
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